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Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Information Update 

 
Welcome to the 20th edition of the Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children 
Partnership (BSCP) Information Update.  
 

Please share this as widely as possible across your organisation. If you have 
any feedback, suggestions for improvement, or want to discuss anything else 
relating to the BSCP contact the BSCP Business Manager:  
bscp@buckscc.gov.uk                                                                                                                                           

 
 

The BSCP should agree on ways to co-ordinate their safeguarding services; act as a  
strategic leadership group in supporting and engaging others; and implement local and  

national learning including from serious child safeguarding incidents.    

Message from BSCP Independent Chair 

www.bucksscp.org.uk 

Issue 20: December 2019 

Together...keeping children safe 

 

As you may be aware, due to changes to Working Together 2018, 
Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board became the 
Safeguarding Partnership in June of this year. The legislation 
strengthened the role and accountability for three statutory partners: local 
authority children’s services, the clinical commissioning group and 
Thames Valley police. This is more than just a name change. The three 
partners have equal and shared responsibility for ensuring that 
organisations work together to safeguard children. They also need to 
involve other agencies and practitioners including those in education 
organisations and the voluntary and community sector. The sub-groups 
and task and finish groups are being reviewed to ensure that the right 
people are contributing to them. 

 
As well as being chair of the children’s partnership I am also the chair of the Safeguarding Adults’ 
Board. This gives me the opportunity to look at opportunities to streamline and strengthen the 
work of the two boards and also to ensure that the experience of children and vulnerable adults is 
a key focus, particularly at the point of transition. The business support units for the two boards 
will be merging in the new year which will also strengthen the arrangements. However, there will 
inevitably be a period when the new structure beds in so please bear with the team.  

 
It was great to be at the Partnership Conference in Wycombe listening to speakers talk about the 
‘Voice of the Child’. You can read more in this newsletter but I found the conference both 
inspiring and thought provoking. Finally as well as chairing meetings I am keen to visit different 
teams across the safeguarding landscape. Over the last quarter I have been to the MASH, Early 
Help Service in Amersham and the YOS. I have already been invited to other teams that I met 
during those visits and will follow these and others up in 2020. It was really useful to hear what 
people wanted the partnership to do to support safeguarding. If you have any thoughts on this 
then please feel free to contact me. 

 
Wishing everybody a Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

 
Francis J S Habgood 
Independent Chair for Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children’s Partnership 
Independent Chair for Buckinghamshire Adult Safeguarding Board 
c-fhabgood@Buckscc.gov.uk 

mailto:bscp@buckscc.gov.uk
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
mailto:c-fhabgood@Buckscc.gov.uk
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Held on 11 December and hosted by the new BSCP and BSAB Independent Chair, Francis 

Habgood, this year we challenged partners to think about how we can better recognise and respond 

to ‘the voice of the child’. The event is held as part of our commitment to involving partners in the 

new arrangements. Find out more information about the changes from Board to Partnership here.  

 

This year we welcomed 100 colleagues from health, schools, Thames Valley Police, local authority 

children’s services and voluntary sector agencies. Find out more by signing up to our newsletter or 

checking our website. This year we learnt from:  

 

Dr Lesley Ray; who has been the designated doctor for safeguarding children in Buckinghamshire 

for nearly 15 years and has just taken on the role of Designated Doctor for looked after children.  

 

Maxine Scrimshire; our BCC child and family worker for the exploitation hub. Maxine tested all our 

knowledge of current ‘slang’/street language relating to exploitation. There were a lot of surprises in 

the room! If you didn’t get the chance to take part keep an eye out for future exploitation roadshows.  

 

Luke Rodgers; recently recognised on the 2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List for 

the British Empire Medal (BEM) for his commitment to children and families. After 

his inspirational story as a care leaver, Foster Focus was placed in the top 10 list 

for the best global companies in ‘youth development’ by The International Youth 

Foundation.  

 

Lemn Sissay; a BAFTA nominated award winning writer, international poet, perform-

er playwright, artist and broadcaster. It was a powerful reminder to use “our skills and 

our intrinsic instinct to help and understand children”, to steer away from a punish-

ment structures and always think “what would I do if this was my child”.  

 

To find out more about our speakers and for the event write up visit:  

www.thecareleaders.com  

https://www.lemnsissay.com/  

https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/about-the-bscb/audits-other-learning/ 

BSCP would like to thank everyone for their participation at this year’s event and to  

congratulate tables 8 and 9 for winning the quiz!  

BSCP end of year conference and networking event  

BSCP information update -  Issue 20 - December 2019 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/about-the-bscb/
https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/training/
https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/training/external-training/
https://www.thecareleaders.com
https://www.lemnsissay.com/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bucksscp.org.uk%2Fabout-the-bscb%2Faudits-other-learning%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cegranville%40buckscc.gov.uk%7C66f0cf2843a0422b705c08d782f8ebba%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637121
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
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Learning from Events & Serious Case Reviews 
 
In June 2019, the BSCP ran its first Partnership Conference for 
Safeguarding Partners; this was a key opportunity for local 
practitioners to learn about the forthcoming changes to local 
safeguarding arrangements, as well as to consider themes which 
have emerged from a decade of local Serious Case Reviews.  
 
 
A full write up on the event can be found here: - https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/Conferences and Events/BSCP-Conference-Write-Up-25th-June-2019.pdf 
 

 
Earlier in the year, the BSCP undertook a Serious Case Review 
following an incident of Serious Youth Violence; what quickly 
became apparent was that this incident was not in isolation. Serious 
Youth Violence is on the increase across the country and it is vital 
that professionals are not only aware of this complex safeguarding 
issue, but how to use that knowledge to influence their practice in 
supporting these vulnerable children.  

 
A full write up on the event can be found here: -  https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/Conferences and Events/BSCP-SYV-Conference-Write-Up-September-2019.pdf 
  
Learning from BSCP Audits 
  
In 2018, the BSCP commissioned an independent author to undertake a review into the open 
cases of 8 children who were known to Children’s Social Care and whom were considered to be 
at risk of CSE. The audit focused on: 
 
 How services are experienced by children and families.  

 The quality of referral and assessments.  

 What the current position is in relation to process.  

 Appropriate application of thresholds.  

 Confidence and competence of staff.  
 
 
A full breakdown of the review, including recommendations and key learning, can be 
found here: -  
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/About%20the%20BSCB/Audits%20and%20findings/CSE-Audit-Learning-Log-
2019.pdf 

BSCP information update -  Issue 20 - December 2019 

Learning 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

Please see below link regarding the announcement of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review 

Panel’s second national review: - 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/839524/Letter_to_SoS_from_ET_SUDI_review.pdf 

National Review 

https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Conferences%20and%20Events/BSCP-Conference-Write-Up-25th-June-2019.pdf
https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Conferences%20and%20Events/BSCP-Conference-Write-Up-25th-June-2019.pdf
https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Conferences%20and%20Events/BSCP-SYV-Conference-Write-Up-September-2019.pdf
https://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Conferences%20and%20Events/BSCP-SYV-Conference-Write-Up-September-2019.pdf
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/About%20the%20BSCB/Audits%20and%20findings/CSE-Audit-Learning-Log-2019.pdf
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/About%20the%20BSCB/Audits%20and%20findings/CSE-Audit-Learning-Log-2019.pdf
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/About%20the%20BSCB/Audits%20and%20findings/CSE-Audit-Learning-Log-2019.pdf
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F839524%2FLetter_to_SoS_from_ET_SUDI_review.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cegranville%40buckscc.gov.uk%7
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F839524%2FLetter_to_SoS_from_ET_SUDI_review.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cegranville%40buckscc.gov.uk%7
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Working Together to Tackle Youth Violence, Vulnerability  

and Exploitation 

At the end of last year, the Home Office awarded the Office of the 
Police and Crime Commissioner funding from its Early Intervention 
Youth Fund (EIYF) to tackle youth violence, vulnerability and 
exploitation across Thames Valley. 
 
Since then, 14 providers have been commissioned to carry out a 
range of activities - from broad reach awareness raising, to 
targeted interventions with those already involved in gangs and 
knife crime. 
 
 

Activity across Buckinghamshire includes: 
 
 A ‘County Lines’ theatre performance which toured 

secondary schools in October. The hard hitting play 
highlighted issues around drugs, grooming, child 
sexual and child criminal exploitation - raising students’ 
awareness of the signs to look out for and where to go 
for support. Approximately 6,000 young people 
watched the performance, across 27 schools. Three 
evening sessions were also held which were attended 
by professionals, parents and young people not in 
education.  

 
 Gang Awareness training sessions have been held across the county, aimed at upskilling 

those working with young people to ensure that they are able to give them the support they 
need. 175 professionals attended the training, from social workers and police officers to 
teachers and youth workers.  

 
 Speech and language therapists are working in a number of schools to try and reduce the 

number of young people being excluded. They are working with staff to help them identify 
and better support students with speech and language needs as well as working with young 
people themselves. 

 
There are a number of other activities going on as part of this programme of work including; 
workshops on gangs and knife crime, work with young people arrested and Released Under 
Investigation and intensive mentoring. 
 
If you would like more details about the EIYF programme please visit the OPCC’s website 

or contact Holly.Turner@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

Thames Valley Police launch True Costs campaign 

This week, Thames Valley Police is launching the True Costs campaign which aims to educate 
and inform people about the wider effect and impact of cocaine use. The UK is one of the 
biggest consumers of cocaine in Europe and in 2018/2019 it was the most commonly seized 
class A drug by Thames Valley Police.  
 
To find out more please visit: - 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/truecosts 
https://releasd.com/pages/Dqt-FTsg7BHIBMu534hydXfYva3z_J9BiXgaXk7TO88 

https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/early-intervention-youth-fund/
mailto:Holly.Turner@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/news/thames-valley/news/2019/december/16-12-19/thames-valley-police-launch-true-costs-campaign/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/truecosts
https://releasd.com/pages/Dqt-FTsg7BHIBMu534hydXfYva3z_J9BiXgaXk7TO88
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Partnership, Habgood, Children, Safeguarding, Adults, Police, CCG, CSC, Bucks. 

Christmas, Noel, Rudolph, Gift, Holly, Carol, Cracker, Tinsel, Cards, Celebrate, Bauble, Carrot, 

BSCP information update -  Issue 20 - December 2019 

Seasons Greetings Fun 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

NSPCC Learning ~ (CASPAR) 

Please see below articles taken from a recent NSPCC Learning current 
awareness for policy, practice and research (CASPAR) e-mail: - 

Sharenting 

Professor Stacey Steinberg Associate Director of the Centre on Children and Families University 
of Florida, has written a blog discussing her research on 'sharenting', when parents share 
information and images of their children online. Best practice guidance for parents sharing online 
include: giving older children a veto power on online disclosures; considering the effect sharing 
has on a child’s psychological development; not sharing naked or near naked pictures of children; 
and not sharing your physical location.  
 
Read the blog: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2019/11/13/growing-up-shared-negotiating-the-

risks-and-opportunities-of-sharenting/ 
 

Safer Internet Day 2020 

The UK Safer Internet Centre has launched resources ahead of Safer Internet Day 2020 on 11 
February 2020. The theme for the day is "Together for a better internet". Resources for teachers 
include packs to be used with different age groups and guidance for educators as well as 
resource packs for parents and carers.  
 

Read the news story: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/brand-new-educational-resources-schools-and-

educators-help-them-celebrate-safer-internet-day 
 

Download the resources: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/introductory/keeping-children-safe-online-

online-course/ 

R E K C A R C U E B A U B L E 

K L I D N U M S D J I T Q S C 

G C C G X D N E C S C D P H A 

N H K O U O C Y H A B G O O D 

I I A S W L J K R P U I D L U 

D L S W U P A D I B C F E L L 

R D P R S H S A S W K T T Y T 

A R B C D L P I T L S T A D S 

U E T A O Y W Q M N I F R G M 

G N H R T I O P A N D L B K W 

E P A R T N E R S H I P E H D 

F C C O I O P E R W A J L P S 

A A E T P E L R E N B K E P D 

S R Q E G L T L P O L I C E F 

http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2019/11/13/growing-up-shared-negotiating-the-risks-and-opportunities-of-sharenting/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2019/11/13/growing-up-shared-negotiating-the-risks-and-opportunities-of-sharenting/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/brand-new-educational-resources-schools-and-educators-help-them-celebrate-safer-internet-day
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/brand-new-educational-resources-schools-and-educators-help-them-celebrate-safer-internet-day
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/introductory/keeping-children-safe-online-online-course/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/introductory/keeping-children-safe-online-online-course/
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Each year children are bereaved by suicide.  Within the local authority there are resources 
that can help us better support the children and families we work with.  Please see below 

article for more details: - 

 
Someone in the UK dies from suicide every two hours and about one in 5 of us have thoughts of 
suicide at some point in our lives.  Suicide among children and young people is rare, yet those in 
extreme emotional pain can express this pain via self-harm – which is the single biggest risk 
factor for suicide. 
 
Would you know how to spot the signs of suicide? Would you be comfortable to have a 
conversation with someone who was feeling suicidal? 
 
People who have reached rock bottom can be very skilled at hiding their thoughts and feelings. 
You may notice changes in someone’s personality or behaviour, or they may appear no different 
to usual.  
 
Trust your gut instincts and if something doesn’t seem right say something. Asking the question 
will not encourage someone to take their own life, it will give them the opportunity to say how 
they are feeling which can be a great relief. 
 
It’s important to remember that most people who feel suicidal do not actually want to die - they do 
not want to live the life they have. 
 
Want to learn more, want to get involved to prevent suicide? 
 

 Read our leaflet to learn what signs of suicide to look out for. To order hard copies for 

distribution contact PHAdmin@buckscc.gov.uk 

 

 Develop your skills to have a conversation that can save a life. Attend a Suicide First Aid 

course. The next available dates are 30 Jan, 20 Feb, 3 March, 10 March.  Courses are 

popular so book quickly. 

 

 Read this booklet to learn more about self-harm including myths, self-help approaches, and 

sources of support.   

 

 Become a Time to Change Champion and help to break down the 

stigma of mental health   

 

 Be a listening ear to anyone you know who is bereaved by suicide. This booklet explains 

how you can help. 

 

 

For more information visit Buckinghamshire Mind’s website  

Do you know how to spot the signs of  suicide? 

http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
http://www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/resources/Councils/bucks-public-health/downloads/Its-safe-to-talk-about-suicide-leaflet.pdf
mailto:PHAdmin@buckscc.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/suicide-first-aid-training-2020-tickets-85601744121
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/truth-about-self-harm
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/health-and-wellbeing/time-to-change-buckinghamshire/time-to-change-buckinghamshire/
https://supportaftersuicide.org.uk/support-guides/finding-the-words/
https://www.bucksmind.org.uk/crisis-support/


 7 

 BSCP information update  -  Issue 20 - December 2019 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

 
 

 
The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Thames 
Valley is pleased to announce new arrangements for the 
delivery of services to support victims of crime. 
 
Following a commissioning process conducted by the 
Office of the PCC, the charity Thames Valley 
Partnership will deliver a Specialist Service for Adult 
Victims while SAFE! have been awarded a further 3 year 
contract to provide services to young victims of crime 
across the Thames Valley beginning in April 2020. 
 
 
The Adult Specialist Service will provide support to 

victims who have higher level, or longer term, needs.  The support will be provided by specialist 
Independent Sexual Violence Advisers (ISVAs), Restorative Justice Practitioners, Exploitation 
Specialists and staff with other relevant specialist skills and knowledge. 
 
Support will be tailored to meet victims’ individual needs, regardless of the crime type they have 
experienced and could include trauma-informed interventions in individual or group settings, 
advocacy support including help to access mental health or drug and alcohol services, 
restorative justice conferencing, as well as practical and emotional support to navigate the 
criminal justice process.  
 
Thames Valley Partnership will work closely with partner organisations Oxford Sexual Assault 
and Rape Crisis Centre (OSARCC) and Trusthouse Reading to deliver the service involving co-
located teams; bringing professionals with different specialisms together. 
 
As the existing service provider of the PCC’s Young Victim’s Service, SAFE! will continue to 
provide practical and emotional support to young victims from 5 to 18 years of age; implementing 
its Protective Behaviours model to equip young people with the tools they need to keep 
themselves safe. 
 
Thames Valley Partnership and SAFE! will also work closely together to provide a new model of 
family support.   
 
The value of both contracts is just over £4.5 million over the 3 year period; an increase of half a 
million compared to the previous contracts. 
 
Anthony Stansfeld, Police and Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley said “I am committed to 
providing accessible, high quality services to victims of crime and I am pleased to be working 
with Thames Valley Partnership and SAFE! to deliver this support.  
 
We are providing additional funding for these contracts which will focus on the unique trauma 
experienced by victims and their individual needs rather than the type of crime they have 
faced.  This will enable victims to receive an individual and tailored approach to their support to 
help them to cope and recover from the crime or abuse.  
 

Cont’d…. 

Police and Crime Commissioner announces new contracts for the 
provision of  support for victims of  crime in the Thames Valley 

http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
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The services will also address some gaps in provision that we’ve recognised, such as support for 
younger children who have been a victim or witness to a crime, adult victims of serious crimes 
such as violence or cyber-crime who have not previously had access to specialist support, and 
whole families who have been traumatised by the impact of a crime. 
 
We will be sad to cease working with Refuge who have delivered the ISVA services to Thames 
Valley for the past 5 years but intend to work closely with them during the transition period until 
the new provider takes over in April 2020.” 
 
Nikki Ross, Chief Executive of Thames Valley Partnership said “We are delighted to have this 
opportunity to be involved with the new Adult Specialist Service, working with the other partner 
agencies to offer a more encompassing and holistic approach to the needs of the victim.  We al-
ready have a long-standing working relationship with the PCC for Thames Valley and the new 
service will now enable us to offer the best possible support to victims, to help them deal with, 
and recover from, the trauma of their experiences.” 
 
Chloe Purcell, Director of SAFE! said “We are absolutely thrilled to have been re-commissioned 
to provide this vital service to children and young people across the region.  
 
Over the next three years we look forward to continuing to work in partnership with the Office of 
the PCC to develop our support for children and families around the Thames Valley who are 
struggling following victimisation by crime.” 
 
The new contracts are for 3 years and will begin on 1

st
 April 2020 

 
For more information please email opcc.comms@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

 

BSCP information update -  Issue 19 - September 2019 

 

Our next issue will include: - 

 Feedback from our ‘The Voice of the Child’ Partnership Event that took place on 

Wednesday 11th December 2019; and 

 An update on the Threshold review. 

The BSCP would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

Next Issue and Messages…... 

Police and Crime Commissioner announces new contracts for the 
provision of  support for victims of  crime in the Thames Valley Cont’d. 

mailto:opcc.comms@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicdomainpictures.net%2Fpictures%2F320000%2Fnahled%2Fchristmas-tree-illustration.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicdomainpictures.net%2Fen%2Fview-image.php%3Fimage%3D311630%26picture%3Dchris
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What are you reading at the moment?…….. 

 

Following our recent Partnership Event, ‘The Voice of a Child’, please see below details of 

published books by one of our Presenters, Lemn Sissay, and website for Luke Rodgers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.bucksscp.org.uk Together...keeping children safe 

 

We hope you found this newsletter informative - if you would like to provide any comments (positive or 

negative), or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email: bscp@buckscc.gov.uk                                                                                                                                           

"A lyrical, painful and yet 

hope-filled memoir . . . 

Shattering, light-

searching" (Observer) 

"Searing . . . Unputdownable . . . 

My Name Is Why is authentic and 

beautiful, a potential game-

changer in public attitudes to 

children raised in care. It's about 

bureaucratic cruelty and what 

happens when love is absent. 

Don't miss it" (The Times) 

The Care Leaders is a social enterprise created and run by care experienced 
people with a wide range of professional expertise in working with young people. 
The Care Leaders have worked with numerous care experienced individuals 
and their experiences have shaped their training and development offer for  
professionals working with young people in and on the edge of care.  
  

Please see the following link for more details: - 

https://www.thecareleaders.com/luke-rodgers 

http://www.bucksscp.org.uk
https://twitter.com/Bucks_LSCB
mailto:bscp@buckscc.gov.uk
https://www.thecareleaders.com/luke-rodgers

